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1. Location/Land Status: The Mesa Top Mine is located on BLM land within Section 20, 
T13N, R9W on the USGS Dos Lomas quadrangle, some 12 miles north of Milan, NM. 
Physical access to the mine can be gained by traveling north from Milan, NM on NM 605 
eleven miles to Haystack Road , continue north 0.8 miles on NM 605. West of the highway 
at this point there is a stock tank and gate, from which access to the mine is possible by 
foot approximately one mile awa . Le al access to this ro ert was raciousl rovided 
by 

2. Human Activity: No obvious human activity besides historical mining was noted. No 
residences were noted within a one-mile radius of the site. 

3. Radiological Survey: Radiological survey results were as follows: ground surface 
maximum of 460 µR/hour and minimum of 20 µR/hour. Four-foot elevation maximum was 
440 µR/hour and minimum was 18 µR/hour. Background radiation levels are approximately 
10 µR/hour. 

4. Mine Disturbance: The mine consists of two vertical shafts, three concrete structure 
pads, a fallen wooden head frame, and numerous rock piles (approximately 120) with an 
estimated volume of 1,500 to 2,000 cubic-yards. 

5. Plant Community: The surrounding area is characteristic pinon-juniper forest. The 
vegetation on site consists of the following: 30% grasses, 20% forbs, 10% shrubs, 30% 
trees, and 10% bare earth. 

6. Soils: Soils at the site are Celavar-Atarque complex, which are well drained loamy soils 
with slopes of 1 to 8%. Bedrock is shallow, at depths of 20 to 40 inches. 

7. Wildlife: There were numerous signs of wildlife on site, including: deer, fox, rabbit, and 
rodents. 

8. Land Use: Land use is currently limited grazing. 

9. Off-Site Impacts: No off-site impacts were noted. 

10. Topographic Features: The site is low rolling hills, with no notable erosional features. 

11. Hydrogeology: Based on a review of the NMOSE iWaters database, there is one well 
record within a one mile search radius, which does not have a recorded depth to water. It 
is located approximately 0.6 miles to the west. The nearest well to the site with a recorded 
depth to water is approximately 1.2 miles to the southeast, with a depth to water of 280 
feet. 

*9828204*
9828204

*9828204*
9828204

REDACTED VERSION 

 



Abandoned Uranium Mine Field Survey Project 
July 18, 2008 

Page 42 

The nearest surface water drainage feature is approximately 0.3 miles to the southwest of 
the site. 
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View west - pad, shaft, pile 
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